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WE HAVE A SENSE OF URGENT NEED FOR AN AGREED PROGRAM FOR THE 
MEASURED AND LIMITED AIR ACTION AGAINST MILITARY TARGETS IN DRV 
ANNOUNCED IN REF A. THE RATE OF ONCE OR TWICE A WEEK FOR ATTACKS 
INVOLVING TVJO OR THREE TARGETS ON EACH DAY AS PROPOSED IN REF A 
APPEARS TO US REASONABLE AS TO FREQUENCY, AND LEAVES OPEN THE 
POSSIBILITY OF INCREASING THE EFFECT ON HANOI BY ADDING TO THE 
WEIGHT OF THE STRIKES CIS- TYPES OR ORDNANCE AND SORTIES PER 
.TARGET) AND BY MOVING NORTHWARD UP THE TARGET SYSTEM. WHAT 
•SEEMS TO BE LACKING IS AN AGREED PROGRAM COVERING SEVERAL WEEKS 
’WHICH WILL COMBINE THE FACTORS, FREQUENCY, WEIGHT AND LOCATION 
OF ATTACK INTO A RATIONAL PATTERN WHICH WILL CONVINCE THE LEADERS 
IN HANOI THAT WE ARE ON A DYNAMIC SCHEDULE WHICH WILL MOT REMAIN 
STATIC IN A NARROW ZONE FAR REMOVED FROM THEM AND THE SOURCES 
OF THEIR POWER BUT WHICH IS A MOVING GROWING THREAT WHICH CANNOT 
BE IGNORED. 


I HAVE SEEN THE JCS PROPOSED EIGHT-WEEK PROGRAM WHICH HAS MUCH 
TO RECOMMEND IT BUT, I BELIEVE, REMAINS TOO LONG SOUTH OF 


THE ! 9TK PARALLEL. REFERENCE 3 REPORTS 


OPINION THAT 


HANOI HAS THE IMPRESSION THAT CUR AIR STRIKES ARE A LIMITED 
ATTEMPT TO IMPROVE OUR BARGAINING POSITION AND HENCE ARE NO GREAT 
CASUE FOR IMMEDIATE CONCERN. CUR OBJECTIVE SHOULD BE TO INDUCE • 
IN DRV LEADERSHIP AN ATTITUDE FAVORABLE TO US OBJECTIVES IN AS 
SHORT A TIME AS POSSIBLE IN ORDER OT AVOID A BUILD-UP ON 
INTERNATIONAL PRESSURES TO NEGOTIATE BUT OUR EFFORTS TO DATE 
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ARE FALLING FAR SHORT OF ACHIEVING THE NECESSARY IMPACT. 

IN FORMULATING A MORE EFFECTIVE PROGRAM OF FUTURE ATTACKS, I 
WOULD BE INCLINED TO KEEP THE RATE AS INDICATED IN REF A, 
MAINTAIN THE WEIGHT ON TARGET AS FOR RECENT STRIKES BUT BEGIN AT 
ONCE A PROGRESSION OF US STRIKES NORTH OF 19TH PARALLEL IN A 
SLOW BUT STEADILY ASCENDING MOVEMENT. THE TARGETS IN THE AREA 
SOUTH THEREOF COULD BE RESERVED LARGELY FOR VNAF AND FARM GATE* 

IT IS TRUE THAT THE MIG THREAT WILL GROW AS US MOVE NORTH BUT UE 
HAVE THE MEANS TO TAKE CARE OF IT. IF UE TARRY TOO LONG IN THE 
SOUTH, UE WILL GIVE HANOI A UZAX AMD MISLEADING SIGNAL WHICH 
WILL WORK AGAINST OUR ULTIMATE PRUPCSE. 


GENERAL WESTMORELAND CONCURS. 
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